
First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

Order of Service 

Lighting of the Advent Candle led by Alice Paulucci and Melissa Kahn 

Call to worship 
You alone, O Lord, are God. 
COME DOWN, O GOD! 
You have done wonderful things in the past. 
COME DOWN, O GOD! 
We need you here with us now. 
COME DOWN, O GOD! 
We wait for you. 
WE WAIT WITH HOPE. 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Prayer of confession  

You call us to wait, to watch, to be ready.  But we are so easily distracted, busily doing other things.  We grow 
drowsy and complacent.  Give us wisdom, as we prepare for your coming.  Forgive our foolishness and our 
impatience.  Restore us by your grace.  Look upon us with your favor, that we might know your presence.  Shape 
us into vessels of blessing, for we are your children, longing to touch your Spirit. Amen. 

Words of Assurance  

God is the potter who shapes our lives.  God is the parent who loves us.  We are the people of God— forgiven, 
loved, and freed.  Amen 

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles Creed) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
 
“Give Me Jesus” 
 
Scripture – Matthew 3:1-2 (New International Version) 
 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 



  
Message                 “Don’t Miss God’s Hope”               Donnamarie Lipscomb 
        
      
 “I Surrender All” 
 
 
Benediction  
 

Announcements 
 
Face Masks & Hand Sanitizer - We have face masks and hand sanitizer available for anyone who needs  
  

Food Distribution, Saturdays at 10 am – If you are interested in volunteering, please call the office or email 
volunteer@flatlandsreformed.org  
  
Mid-week Bible Study – Next meeting, Thursday, December 10 at 7:00 pm via zoom – The focus of our study 
will be “Moving Closer.” In this study, we will examine how our participation in God’s work helps us 
experience a deeper and more profound sense of closeness with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  
  

Tuesday Night Prayer Conference Call at 7 pm– (605) 472-5395, Code 476076- Prayer requests can be 

emailed to prayer@flatlandsreformed.org 
  

Every Woman Project –The Every Woman Project’s mission is to affirm women's dignity by providing them with 
items needed for feminine hygiene care. Participants gather the first Saturday of each month to prepare care 
packets and distribute them to women shelters and residences. If you would like to participate, please email 
volunteer@flatlandsreformed.org. If you would like to donate to the project, donations can be dropped off on 
Monday –Thursday from 9 am –1 pm, and Saturdays from 9 am –11 am at the community building. You can also 
contribute by visiting our website and using the online giving platform.  
  

Online Giving – You can now give your tithes, offerings, gifts, and donations online, go to 
www.flatlandsreformed.org and click on the give tab at the top, then the give button.  You can also mail in your 

tithes, offering, gifts, and contributions to the church office: Flatlands Reformed Church, 3931 Kings Highway, 

Brooklyn, NY 11234.   

 Even though we cannot gather and meet in person, the work of ministry to our community is still going on and is 
being supported by your free-will giving to God’s work. Thank you.  
 
Interested in joining or learning more about Flatlands and serving? If you are interested in joining our 
church and community of faith or would like to learn more about us and serve in one of our ministries, you can 
reach out to Pastor Paul at (347) 330-5318 or email paul@flatlandsreformed.org    
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